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Welcome! 
to the  

Northborough  

Historical Society 

 
For more than 100 years,  

we have been dedicated  

to the study and preservation  

of the history of our town of  

Northborough, Massachusetts. 

P.O. Box 661, 52 Main Street,  

Northborough, Massachusetts 01532      

       

www.NorthboroughHistoricalSociety.org 

Northborough Historical Society 

• Our monthly programs 
feature a wide variety of excellent speakers on 
topics of historical interest to our town and 
community. These events are free and open to 
the public and take place at 7:30 p.m. one Fri-
day each month, September through June. 

 

• Our archive is home to an           

impressive collection of primary source material 
concerning the history of the people, the land, 
and the structures of Northborough. Ellen   
Racine, our curator, can be reached at         
Info@NorthboroughHistoricalSociety.org.   
For historical research, contact Bob Ellis at  
Historian@NorthboroughHistoricalSociety.org. 

 

• Our museum houses a variety of 

displays of historical artifacts and treasures of 
Northborough and is open to the public from    
2-4 p.m. Sundays in May, June, September, and 
October, and by special arrangement. 

 

• Our building, located at 52 Main 

Street, is a former Baptist Church and houses a 
fully-restored 1874 pipe organ.   

 

 

• Membership in the Society is open to all, 

and yearly dues help to defray the cost of our       
offerings. Annual memberships are $20;  Senior Citi-
zen memberships are $15. Families can join for $45, 
and Lifetime Memberships are $250 per person. Stu-
dents who attend our programs may earn free mem-
berships.  Additional donations are also accepted.  
Members enjoy our monthly newsletter; a member-
ship pin; inclusion in members-only events; a 10% 
discount on merchandise at our museum shop; and 
knowing that they are supporting the preservation of 
Northborough History for the next 100 years.   

       Our Membership Secretary can be reached at :  
       MembershipSecretary@NorthboroughHistoricalSociety.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:Info@NorthboroughHistoricalSociety.org
mailto:historian@northboroughhistoricalsociety.org


To become a member of the  
Northborough Historical Society, 
please complete the back of this 

form and send it to:     
 

Northborough Historical Society 
Membership Secretary 

P.O. Box 661 
Northborough, MA 01532 

 
or, hand it to any Society director. 

 
For more information,  

e-mail the Membership Secretary at:: 
 

MembershipSecretary@NorthboroughHistoricalSociety.org 

 
 

Northborough Historical Society         Programs 2018-9 

September 28, 2018:  Appalachian Mountain 
Club: Leaders in the Outdoors Since 1876 – 
presented by Alexandra Molnar, the Development 
Coordinator of Appalachian Mountain Club. The 
Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC), founded in 

1876, is America’s oldest recreation, conservation, and outdoor 
education organization. Celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Club’s Worcester Chapter by hearing the stories that inspire the 
modern-day outdoors enthusiast. 
 

October 26, 2018:  Frederick Law Olmsted 
and the Massachusetts Legacy – present-
ed by Alan S. Banks, the overseer for the 
historical interpretation of Frederick Law 
Olmsted National Historic Site in Brookline, 
MA.  The firm of Frederick Law Olmsted 
was involved in 
over 1200 land-
scape architec-
ture projects 
throughout Mas-
sachusetts. This 
illustrated lec-
ture will sample 
this rich landscape legacy and explore ideas 
that shaped some of the most treasured 
places in Massachusetts. 

 
December 7, 2018: The Spirit of Christ-
mas Past: Four Centuries of Christmas 
in New England – presented by Ken Tu-
rino, Manager of Community Engagement 
and Exhibitions at Historic New England.  
This well-illustrated lecture traces the de-
velopment of the celebration of Christmas 
from the 17th Century, when it was out-
lawed in New Eng-
land, to the 20th cen-

tury with its trappings of a traditional 
Christmas. We will learn many customs, 
such as Christmas trees and Santa Claus, 
are more recent.  
 

January 25, 2019:  Northborough’s His-
torical Markers – In Plain Sight but Un-
seen – presented by Normand Corbin, a 
long time member of the Northborough 
Historical Society and the Chairman of the Northborough Historic 
District Commission.  This program highlights some of the town’s 
historical markers, shows their location and manner of installa-
tion, and thus increases our awareness of local history as we go 
about our everyday business.  

February 22, 2019:  Serving the 
World with Worcester Dining 
Cars – presented by Richard Gut-
man, foremost authority on the 
history of diners and author of the 
book American Diner Then and Now, 
a definitive work on the subject.  
Decades after the company’s 

closure in 
1961, Worcester dining cars were sent to 
California and two to the United Kingdom—
justifying the 1925 slogan. This illustrated 
lecture will celebrate the Worcester Lunch 
Car Company’s contributions to the legacy of 
this enduring American icon. 
 
March 22, 2019:  A Visit 
with Louisa May Alcott 
– presented by Jan 
Turnquist, Executive 
Director of Orchard 
House, the Alcott family 
home in Concord, MA.  
Louisa May Alcott, author 
of the 1868 book Little 
Women, comes to life 

with a captivating living history experience by welcoming the 
audience to interact with her presentation. 

 

April 26, 2019:  They’re Irish, They’re 
Catholic, They’re Guilty – presented by 
Bill O’Riordan, a founding member of the 
Halligan & Daley Foundation which was 
formed in 1982 after Gov. Michael Duka-
kis exonerated Halligan & Daley for their 
crimes.  This presentation covers a noto-

rious 1806 court case in Northampton, MA involving Irish immi-
grants, James Halligan and Dominic Daley, who were convicted 
and executed for the crime of murder which is now believed they 
did not commit.  
 

May 17, 2019:  Mysteries from our Museum – presented by 
Ernie Racine, past President and 
current member of the Property 
Committee of the Northborough 
Historical Society.  We will explore 
the backstories of several artifacts 
displayed in the Northborough His-
torical Society Museum and hear 
the fascinating stories of how these 
items relate to historical events and 
why they are important today. 

  Programs take place  

Fridays at 7:30 p.m.  

at the Historical Society  

52 Main St., Northborough 

and are free  

and open to the public.  

 

 The September and May  

programs are preceded by a  

potluck supper at 6:30 p.m.,  

which is open to all. 


